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Istook and Garrett Announce Grant  

Oklahoma to Receive Funds for Handheld Computers  
 

              Oklahoma City, OK – A large group of Oklahoma public school students could have fulltime use 
of handheld computers for their schoolwork and at home this fall thanks to a federal grant Congressman 
Ernest Istook (R-OK) and State School Superintendent Sandy Garrett announced today.  
 

“Very soon, every textbook, every assignment and every class note--plus multimedia and a 
lot more--will fit into the palm of a student's hand.  Using this technology can give Oklahoma 
students the lead for the high-tech careers of the future.  If we start now, we can take the national 
lead in using this in education.  The potential is so enormous that it can't be overstated,” said Istook.    

 
“It’s not just the advantage of size.  Students today share computers, having only occasional 

access to a desktop machine.  These small, inexpensive portables let students use them 24/7, because 
each student has their own.  They learn more, and more rapidly, about using computers as a 
personal tool.  To them, it becomes as simple as using pencil and paper, and that gives their futures 
a huge boost,” said Istook. 
 
 The initial $250,000 federal grant announced today will be used for handheld computers for all 
eighth grade students and teachers at the Mayfield Middle School in the Putnam City School District, and 
Istook says he’s working to establish an even broader program.  Mayfield eighth graders will use their 
hand-held computers in almost everything they do.  Using them to take notes, gather and analyze 
scientific data, communicate with their teachers and classmates, and conduct research are the initial uses, 
with more expected later.   
 

“This demonstration project will provide a cost effective way to allow students to use 
instructional tools at a fraction of the cost of a traditional lap top computer. Thanks to 
Congressman Istook for his leadership in this area,” said Garrett. 
 
  Researchers from Oklahoma State University will evaluate the 3-year pilot program, entitled 
Personal Access=Learning Success (PALS).  They will measure the effectiveness of unlimited one-on-one 
computer access in raising test scores and improving student attitudes toward learning.   
 

Earlier this year, Istook led a group of Oklahoma education leaders, including Garrett, studying 
how hand-held computers promise to revolutionize education.  Istook organized the trip to tour an Illinois 
school district where students use personal handheld computers. 

 
The hand-held technology offers many cost-saving possibilities including e-textbooks that can be 

updated easily without expensive printing and shipping.  Currently Oklahoma Public Schools have a ratio 
of 6:1 students to computers.  The handheld computers are to be purchased at less than $200 each.  
Teachers will be trained to incorporate the technology into their curriculum beginning this fall.  Installing 
wireless support infrastructure will also begin this fall.  Students will be using the handheld computers as 
early as this fall and at the latest next spring. 

 
"Oklahoma can take a unique lead using this technology,” said Istook. “Those who jump in 

first will enjoy the most benefits.  It means students better prepared for high-paying work, 
businesses attracted to a place on the cutting edge of technology, and an improved standard of 
living for all.”      
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